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have nothing to do with morality. That is why our progress is
so slow and in some respects even nil. If we had acted up to our
creed of 1920, we should not have taken nine years to arrive
even at the present stage. If Swaraj was not meant to civilize
us, and to purify and stabilize our civilization, it would be no-
thing worth. The very essence of our civilization is that we
give a paramount place to morality in all our affairs, public or
private. And as one of the functions of the Vidyapith is to
civilize us, the battle of Swaraj calls for the greatest sacrifice
from the national educational institutions.
I want you all to realize the implications of our creed. If
you think that truth and non-violence constitute not the creed
but the policy of the Congress, I do not know where I should
be. But if you are convinced that they are your personal creed,
I need not expatiate on them. The very fact that a person
belongs to the Vidyapith should be sufficient guarantee of his
truthfulness and non-violence. The first thing therefore that
this National Educational Conference and those who are attend-
ing it should do is to ask themselves whether all their doings
have been in consonance with that creed. If you have gone
about your work, following truth and non-violence as a policy,
there will come a day when you might be tempted to alter the
policy. For instance my friends the Ali Brothers accepted truth
and non-violence as a policy, and they never made a secret of it.
They always said that they could not accept them as a creed.
There are many others of their way of thinking, and they un-
doubtedly have their place in the service of the country, but for
you, students and teachers of national educational institutions,
that attitude will not suffice. You must accept both the prin-
ciples as your creed and they should be part and parcel of your
being. If all make of ahimsa a policy, and I remain the only
votary of it as a creed, we can make very little progress. Let
us therefore ask ourselves once again, and make sure, that we
will in no circumstances harbour untruth and violence for the
attainment of Swaraj. Then everything will be well.
The constructive programme has sprung out of the creed
of truth and non-violence. Let us examine every item of it.
Hindu-Muslim unity will be impossible so long as the Hindu
cherishes violence against the Mussulman and Mussulman
against the Hindu. The Congress Resolution at Lahore on the